Conversations

A Dialogue with Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson on
108 Years of Empowering the Global Community
BY Leslie E. Ro yal

Creating pillowcase dresses for Little Dresses
for Africa is a novel and wondrous idea. How
are they created and how many did your
chapters around the world make? The Pillowcase Dress project was created through a
partnership with Africare and Little Dresses for
Africa. In using a pattern supplied by Little
Dresses for Africa, we worked together in what
became a Service and Sisterhood Project. Our
members met in groups in homes and elsewhere
to sew beautiful dresses out of pillowcases.
Exceeding our goal, approximately 42,000
dresses were sewn, and will be sent to villages in
South Africa, Tanzania and Liberia.
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In July of 2016, more than 23,000 lovely ladies of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. rained pink and green all over Atlanta. From several days before
their inspiring 67th Boule or international conference was called into session to
its rousing end, the women took part in numerous community service projects
throughout the metropolis. Annually, more than 283,000 collegiate and alumni
members give over 1.5 million service hours in 42 states, the District of Columbia, the U.S. Virgin Islands, the Bahamas, Germany, Liberia, South Korea, Japan,
Canada, South Africa and the Middle East. upscale talked to Dorothy Buckhanan
Wilson, International President, about volunteerism and service.
Why is Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. committed to global community
service? For more than a century, Alpha Kappa Alpha women have focused on
sisterhood and servant leadership domestically and internationally. Our goals
and objectives are aligned to address critical issues affecting people of color. We
are committed to serving our communities by becoming an indomitable force for
good worldwide. We will continue to do so through our current international
program, Launching New Dimensions of Service®, which addresses five target
areas: educational enrichment, health promotion, family strengthening,
environmental ownership and global impact.
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Why is promoting HIV screening a priority for
your group? Atlanta provided an excellent
opportunity to provide HIV screening to those
who may have little or no access to healthcare.
According to the Centers for Disease Control, the
risk of being infected with HIV in Georgia is now
1 in 51. We are committed to promoting awareness to help stop the spread of this epidemic.
What advice do you have for other individuals
and organizations that want to serve their
community? Never before has the need been
greater in our community for service. This is the
time for like-minded people who are committed
to service to step up to the plate. It is critical that
we work together to assess and identify needs
and work collaboratively to develop strategies
and programs to impact the community. If so,
our communities will thrive and prosper.
Leslie E. Royal (@LesliesLane) is an international
journalist and the creator of Leslie’s Lane (www.
leslieslane.wordpress.com), an information blog on
jobs, discounts, FREE stuff, travel and inspiration.
She is also a proud member of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. Lambda Epsilon Omega Chapter.
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23 Moments
of Service

What is 23 Moments of Service and why was it
implemented at your international conference this year? At its 67th biennial meeting in
Atlanta, it was important for the organization to
honor the work and legacy of the late Dr. Mary
Shy Scott, our 23rd International President and
native of Atlanta. An educator and motivational
speaker, Dr. Scott developed effective strategies
to uplift our most vulnerable citizens. I wanted
to pay homage to her service and commitment
to the organization by invoking her ‘sweet,
sweet spirit’.

